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" She, without shelter or station,

She, beyond limit or bar,
"Urges to slumberless speed
Annies that famish, that bleed,
Sowing their lives for her seed,
That their dust may rebuild her a nation,
That their souls may relight her a star."

" Happy are all they that follow her," he continued,
and in a sense we may well deem their fate happiness.
But it is in the sense of what Carlyle in a memorable
passage called the allurements to action. "It is a
calumny on men/' he wrote, " to say they are roused
to heroic action by ease, hope of pleasure, reward
in this world or the next. Difficulty, abnegation,
martyrdom, death are the allurements that act on the
heart of man." Under the spell and with the reward
of those grim allurements the battles of freedom, so
visible in the resurrection of Italy, so unrecognised in
freedom's recurrent and contemporary conflicts, must
invariably be fought. We may justly talk, if we
please, of the joy in such conflicts, but Thermopylae
was a charnel, though, as Byron said, it was a proud
on%; and it is always against the wind that the banner
of freedom streams.